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INTALInC: aims and objectives

1. Work across a range of transport, urban planning and social science 
disciplines, to support the development of more inclusive transport 
systems within Global South cities

2. Develop an international, collaborative network for the co-production of 
knowledge between academics, policy makers and NGOs

3. Deliver ‘research into practice’ workshops & events in Global South cities 
to facilitate exchanges between network members

4. Promote active and lasting collaborations between academic, policy and 
practitioner communities to produce the knowledge-base to encourage 
the uptake of Sustainable Transport Equity Partnerships worldwid



Low-income and vulnerable populations as the central 
focus

• Providing safe, reliable and affordable accessibility to work, 
education, healthcare, markets and other activities

• Ensuring that everyone has an equal right to mobility, especially the 
poor, women, children, the disabled and elderly people

• Reducing mobility inequalities and giving citizens a right to transport

• Protecting people from traffic-related risks – road deaths, pollution 
and community severance

• Ensuring that climate change mitigation does not worsen transport 
poverty

• Building strong partnerships and institutions for socially sustainable 
&  transport delivery



Socially sustainable mobility solutions



Transport as an enabler of social development 
and wellbeing



Development with humanity and within environmental limits



Research background
• Transport is a key component of economic, environmental and social wellbeing –

especially in rapidly developing cities;

• More than 70% of all journeys in the Global South are on foot but most are 
undertaken in dangerous and polluted environments

• Due to a fundamental lack of access to transport services and resources, low-
income populations are often excluded from key life-supporting activities such 
as education, work, healthcare, welfare, shopping and social networking;

• Where new transport systems are introduced they often do not take account of 
the travel needs and financial circumstances of the poorest citizens, and can 
often worsen rather than improve their current travel conditions

• Little attention is given to transport poverty within the social welfare policies of 
developing nations, so that its consequences for social development are not 
adequately considered in the planning of cities or the provision of public services.



Action research methodology
• Co-production of knowledge with local partners

• Broad constituency of collaborators – academics, national and local 
government, national and local NGOs, local communities, schools

• Multi-disciplinary perspectives and approaches – civil engineers, urban and 
transport planners, economists; health, environmental, social, political and 
data scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, geographers, political sciences

• Desk-based studies - literature reviews, policy analyses,

• Stakeholder workshops, study trips, foot surveys and audits, community 
focus groups and interviews 

• Policy briefing notes, dissemination events, snow-balling case studies and 
partnerships



Network activities
• 350 individual members, 35+ official partner organisations, 500+ workshop participants

• 11 research into practice workshops – plus x additional partner workshops

• £15m+ additional funding raised over 3 years

• 4 initial case studies - 3 Africa and 1 South East Asia
• Cape Coast (Ghana), Lagos (Nigeria), Kampala (Uganda), Dhaka (Bangladesh)

• 2 additional African studies through VREF funding support
• Cape Town (South Africa); Nairobi (Kenya)

• Secondary partners – Manila, The Philippines; Hyderabad, India 

• 5 follow-up Sustainable Transport Equity Partnerships (SREPS to explore Pathways to Impact via 
internal funding supported by Universities Leeds & Manchester
• Kampala (Uganda); Nairobi (Kenya), Manila (The Philippines), Concepcion, (Chile), Dhaka (Bangladesh)

• Various spin-off research projects INTALAC (Latin American Cities (Colombia and Chile); T-SUM 
(Sierra Leone and Mozambique); , Walk21 (Ethiopia, Rwanda, Zambia), Research England Healthy 
Urban Environments (Nairobi, Mombasa) - etc.



Case Study 1: Cape Coast, Ghana

FOCUS ON THE MOBILITY NEEDS OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE



Case Study 2: Dhaka, Bangladesh
FOCUS ON THE MOBILITY NEEDS OF WORKING WOMEN



Case study 3: Lagos, Nigeria

FOCUS ON THE MOBILITY NEEDS OF SLUM DWELLERS & INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS



Case Study 4: Kampala, Uganda

FOCUS ON GOVERENCE & INTEGRATION WITH HOUSING & URBAN PLANNING



Case Study 5: Nairobi, Kenya

FOCUS ON WALKING IN KIBERA SLUMS



Case Study 6: Cape Town, South Africa

FOCUS ON CITY PLANNING & TOWNSHIP MOBILTIY



Overarching findings
• Informal/slum settlements are almost completely absent and systematically ignored by city planners, 

national government policymakers, international funders/NGOs (Development Banks).

• Walking is THE MOST important mode for all low income population groups and informal communities –
70% of all trips are by foot 

• BUT not everyone can (or should) walk and there are serious socially exclusionary consequences in terms 
of severely reduced access to livelihoods, health wellbeing and quality of life.

• Safety, security & health other key problems – traffic controls non-existent or ignored by drivers, protection 
from traffic pollution is largely ignored, personal security risk are high

• Walking provision either non-existent, extremely badly maintained or severely compromised by other 
uses, such as parking and informal street trading, forcing pedestrians to walk in the road with the traffic.

• New transport infrastructures prioritise the demands of a rapidly motorising middle classes but ignoring the 
needs of the transport impoverished majority.

• High-cost of fares and limited coverage mean that most slum residents will rarely use, or reap the benefits 
of new, large scale, urban transport infrastructures. 

• Informal transport is often lost or banned as part of the introduction of these new systems, losing vital 
accessibility, especially in peripheral area, which is where most slums are situated.

• Second order cities - these usually do not benefit from the same levels of investment or planning as Capital 
Cities.

• Growing evidence base BUT the guidance, planning, skills/training, institutional capacity and funding for 
transport/mobility/accessibility in informal settlements is entirely absent 



10 KEY RECOMMENDATIONS =
FROM RESEARCH INTO ACTION

1. Establish local partnerships and working arrangements
2. Do action research with local communities
3. Measure and audit local conditions
4. PRODUCE THE EVIDENCE BASE 
5. Build the local capacity for integrated policy delivery
6. Engage a wide range of public and private stakeholders
7. CO-PRODUCE AN ACTION AGENDA
8. Deliver the actions wherever the opportunities arise (flexibility)
9. Influence guidance, plans, projects towards the agenda
10. Evaluate the social and distributional outcomes
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