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Research rationale
• Transport is a key component of economic, environmental and social 

wellbeing and increasingly so within the context of rapidly developing 
cities;

• Due to a fundamental lack of access to transport services and resources, 
low-income populations are often excluded from key life-supporting 
activities such as education, work, healthcare, welfare, shopping and social 
networking;

• Where new transport systems are introduced they often do not take 
account of the travel needs and financial circumstances of the poorest 
citizens, and can often worsen rather than improve their current travel 
conditions;

• Little attention is given to transport poverty within the social welfare 
policies of developing nations, so that its consequences for social 
development are not adequately considered in the planning of cities or the 
provision of public services.



Making explicit links with SDGs of low and middle 
income countries



Supporting socially sustainable 
mobility solutions



A broad definition of transport poverty

An individual is transport poor if, in order to satisfy their daily basic activity 
needs:
• There is no transport option available that is suited to the individual’s physical 

condition and capabilities. 
• The existing transport options do not reach destinations where the individual can 

fulfil his/her daily activity needs, in order to maintain a reasonable quality of life. 
• The necessary weekly amount spent on transport leaves the household with a 

residual income below the official poverty line. 
• The individual needs to spend an excessive amount of time travelling, leading to 

time poverty or social isolation. 
• The prevailing travel conditions are dangerous, unsafe or unhealthy for the 

individual.
(Lucas et al, 2016: 356)



INTALInC research aims

1. Develop an interdisciplinary, collaborative network for the co-production of knowledge 
between UK and internationally-based academics, policy makers and NGOs

2. Work within a broad constituency of transport and development related fields, to 
support the development of more inclusive transport systems within developing cities

3. Deliver a series of ‘research into practice’ workshops, events to facilitate exchanges 
between network members

4. Promote active and lasting collaborations between academic, policy and practitioner 
communities to more effectively encourage the uptake of this policy agenda



Core project partnership
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Methodology – locally focused 
‘research into practice’ events
 Set-up meeting:  Leeds, UK, 22nd – 23rd February 2017 

 Workshop 1: Cape Coast, Ghana, 22nd – 23rd May 2017

 Workshop 2: Dhaka, Bangladesh, 19th – 20th August 2017

 Workshop 3: Lagos, Nigeria, 26th – 27th October 2017

 Workshop 4: Makerere, Uganda, 23rd – 24th January 2018

 Workshop 5: Cape Town, South Africa, 5th-6th April 2018

 Dissemination Event: University of Oxford, UK, 3rd – 4th May 2018

 Workshop 6: Nairobi, Kenya, 20th June 2018

 Mobilize Workshop, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzanian, 25th June 2018

 Dissemination Event, University of Leeds, UK, tbc 
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Case Study 1: Cape Coast, Ghana
WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES
• Draw attention to the needs of

children and young people;

• Use participatory research methods
such as walking interviews;

• Encourage participants to engage
actively in field investigations;

• Draw attention to the diversity of
mobility vulnerabilities;

• Encourage debate among diverse
actors regarding the mobility issues;

• Build networks and coalitions across
the academic, policy and practitioners

PARTICIPANTS

University of Cape Coast, Ghana Police Service, 
National Road Safety Commission, Ministries 
Transport, Education, Children, Women 
Environment, AFDB



Fieldwork - mobile interviews with 
schoolchildren

•



Key local concerns and needs

• Drivers take priority on roads and have little consideration for non-motorized
road users.

• Few systems are in place to promote safety of all road users despite efforts by
NRSC

• There is an absence of walking space and supporting infrastructures

• Majority of public transport users were women and children who were exposed
to attacks and sexual abuse.

• Children face particular challenges as they walk to school both in terms of road
safety, personal safety risks and journey distances.

• Fieldwork highlighted low level of parent’s understanding of road safety
challenges faced by their children.

• Exposure to road traffic pollution is entirely ignored



Future Research Needs

• Lack of research and data overall on individuals travel needs and concerns

• Current systems to support mobility systems not fit for children (obstacles
such as air pollution, speeding traffic, poorly maintained or missing
pavements.

• Transport planners act based on own preconceptions rather than real
situations and needs.

• There is a gap between research knowledge and policy adoption.

• Need a transport observatory, shared data facility and improvements to 
train engineers and planners

• More participatory research needed to reach a better understanding of 
lived experiences of women and children.



Case study 3: Lagos, Nigeria
WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

To examine challenges that impinge on 
meeting the mobilities needs of dwellers 
of informal settlements in Nigeria. 

• Examine current challenges for 
inclusive multi-modal mobility in 
Lagos 

• Identify links between transport, 
health and livelihoods in urban 
Nigeria, 

• Re-evaluate policies and procedures 
for evicting residents of low income 
and informal communities. 

PARTICPANTS

Lagos State University, LAGOS Ferries, LAGBUS, LASWA 
Danfos, Transport 360, health professionals, CESD, 
Planning Unit LASG



Fieldtrip to Makoko informal 
floating settlement



Key local issues and concerns

• People in Makoko have few problems with local transport – they go everywhere 
in their community by boat or using the floating pontoons  

• They have local facilities on the water including a primary school, churches and 
floating shops and they are adjacent to the market where they trade fish

• The main accessibility problem is lack of health facilities and clinics

• Travelling outside their community hey experience the same transport problems 
as everyone else in the city of Lagos

• Walking = >22 million trips per day, 40% of all trips are on foot. 

• 72% of all public transit trips supplied by yellow Danfo minibuses

• Community (71,000+ residents) is under major treat from city centre 
development and there are plans to resettle it 100kms upriver



Future research needs

• Strategies needed to disentangle the multiple layers that underpin the 
political economy of informal communities

• Serious data gaps for understanding the complex political economy of 
informal settlements before interventions and resettlement decisions are 
made 

• Raising the transport, mobility and accessibility needs of informal 
communities generally, and as part of the resettlement decision process for 
informal communities through more locally-based case studies

• Use of comparative case studies and parallel analysis from other places, 
e.g. successful floating communities in other countries

• More involvement of local community representatives and frontline 
support agencies in the research design and coproduction of research 
outputs.



Case Study 4: Kampala, Uganda
WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES
• How could transport planning and policies be 

improved to meet the needs of disadvantaged 
groups?

• What new collaborations, governance and capability
are needed to enhance access to sustainable mobility 
in Kampala?

• What are the evidence and research gaps for 
promoting pro-poor transport strategies at the local 
and national level? 

• What are the key lessons and new understandings to 
take forward informal/formal governance 
arrangements for pro-poor transport in Kampala and 
other Ugandan cities? 

PARTICIPANTS 

Makerere University, Dept Transport & Works, 
Human Settlements, Housing & Urban 
Development, Tugende boda boda, UCOBAC 



Fieldtrip Bwaise settlement and walking survey 



Key issues and concerns 

• Poverty challenges and relations to transport system and mobility 

• Urban planning and governance 

• Pathways to transformation

 Taking ideas forward locally

 Developing a future research agenda for INTALInC

 Developing appropriate methodologies for coproduced research 
with communities

 Mechanisms for involving policy stakeholders



Future research ideas

Principle Present up-to-date issues Ability to co-define

‘problems’

Necessary to deal with ‘how

to’ issues

Access Access to data, networks,

research participants

Open doors to other groups

Assist in learning about and

navigating policy

landscape/culture

Access to recent knowledge

Actions Accommodate student

placements and applied

projects

Help understand research for

transport problems

Demonstrate local context of

issues ie trend, presence and

impact

Outputs Provide local solutions Policy development Help secure funding

What do policymakers really needs from the research community?



Overarching recommendations

Produce 
evidence 

concerning 
importance of 

NMT in 
Kampala (and 

Uganda) 
targeted at 

policy-makers 
and funding 

bodies.

Understand 
local context 
to produce 

bespoke 
solutions that 
will actually 

work.

Guidance on 
what types of 

data are 
available / 

required and 
new ways to 

collect 
relevant data.

Develop 
proposals with 

workshop 
participants to 
access funding 
opportunities 
and develop 
NMT actions 

to deliver 
stated policy 

aims.

Action 
research 
projects, 

methods and 
know-how to 

link policy 
makers and 

communities 
more 

effectively. 

Capacity 
building 

projects and 
partnerships 
of the kind 

managed by 
the Makerere 
Urban Action 
Lab and the 

INTALiNC 
workshop and 

network.

Include wider 
range of 

stakeholders 
in transport 

governance –
e.g. SMEs, 

communities 
etc and 

methods to 
empower 
them and 
build their 
capacity to 

drive change.



www.intalinc.leeds.ac.uk

@INTALInC

e.l.tsoneva@leeds.ac.uk
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