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Introducing the Context 

  The population of Lagos is over 21 million (Lagosstate.gov.ng) 

 The nature of public transportation in  

    Lagos can be increasingly chaotic.  

 Predominant means for the urban poor  

    are Buses (Molue or Danfo)   

    motorcycles (Okada), BRT  

 Disabled people also have to struggle 

    to utilise these modes  

  Approximately 25million are disabled; 3.5 million 

    suffer significant difficulties in social and physical 

    functioning – World report     Source: Lamata, 2013 
 

        

 

 



Research Questions and Study Aim 

 

• RQ1: how is the limitation in accessible mobility leading to 
social exclusion of disabled people in Lagos and thus 
reinforcing poverty?  

• RQ2: How are the rights of disabled people considered in 
transport planning?  

 

  

 



Definition of terms  

 Social exclusion- “Social exclusion is a complex and multi-dimensional process. It involves the lack or denial of 
resources, rights, goods and services, and the inability to participate in the normal relationships and activities, available to 
the majority of people in society, whether in economic, social, cultural or political arenas. It affects both the quality of life 
of individuals and the equity and cohesion of society as a whole” (Levitas, 2007:25) 

 Disability- This refers to any restriction or prevention of the performance of an activity, resulting from an impairment, in a 
manner or within the range considered normal for a human being (Burnett and Baker, 2001). Social model of disability versus 
medical model of disability 

 Mobility – Movement, networks, and motility (Canzler et al, 2008)  

 

 Rights-based approach - A human rights-based agenda specifically, defers from the needs approach because of its 
recognition of citizens’ rights -upholding these rights by virtue of duty bearers(government) to respect, protect, and guarantee the 
rights of humans, thus making the process inherently political (UNFPA, 2008; Nyumu-musembi and Cornwall, 2004) 

 

• Poverty: “poverty is the inability to attain a minimum standard of living” (World Bank Report, 2001). There is a difference between 
absolute poverty (money to meet basic needs) and relative poverty (economic status in relation to other members of society)- UNESCO  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Conceptual Framework  



Perception of the Public transport system  
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 Source: Odufuwa, 2007  



Reasons for travelling  

 

 

 

Source: Odufuwa, 2007  



Observations 

 

 

 

 
 Policies and offices had been commissioned for the inclusion of disabled people. For 

example LSSPL (Lagos State Special People’s Law), LASODA ( Lagos State Office for 
Disability Affairs) 

  The problem was implementation. But why and how?  
 Policy plans that undermine the disabled peoples rights and downplays their everyday 

challenges.  
 Poor Infrastructural Development and Implementation exacerbated by Lack of political 

will to neglect a Rights-Based Approach to inclusion of disabled people in public 
transportation. 

 Lack of Coordination and Political Decentralization 
 Corruption and Mismanagement of funds 
 

 

 



Recommendations and Concluding Remarks 

 

Introduce new buses and maintain old ones.  

Diversify the mobility system 

Implement a participatory system that would include disabled 
people in transport planning  

Ensure policies and laws for disabled people are enforced.  

 

 



The Present and Future for disabled People 

 

What has happened in Lagos since then?  

Is it any better?  

How it led to my current research?  
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